There is no gain saying that our environment has been devastated due to man ' 
Introduction
Upon creation of the world, man was admonished by God to conquer it and since then, man has left no stone unturned in this quest to conquer the world. Man is totally dependent on the environment for his daily needs such as food, shelter and clothing and it is in the bid to acquire these basic needs that he has dealt adversely with the environment. Section 38 of the Federal
Indexed African Journals Online: www.ajol.info
Environmental Protection Agency (FEPA) Act defined the environment as including water, air, land and all plants and animals living therein and their interrelationship which exist among these or any of them.
Man's intrusion into this complex web called environment has had devastating effects. The environment is the source of the energy and materials which mankind transforms into goods and services to meet his needs. It also acts as a vast sink for the wastes and polluting substances he generates. This increasing hostile and unhealthy environment is causing the dislocation, depletion and extinction of species of plants and animals. To maintain the environment at a life sustaining level with attendant economic development and also have a reserve for the future, the concept of sustainable development was initiated by the Brundtland Commission. Sustainable Development is defined as development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of the future generation to meet their own needs. This principle aims at reconciling the apparent conflicts between environmental protection; economic development and the quality of life. It's relevance at the global, national and local levels are its value for setting the context for policy development and environmental laws.
Today, human activities and the demand for economic growth and development have negatively affected the environment thereby causing land degradation, water pollution, air pollution, slums in the cities as a result of urbanization, utter neglect and disregard for the protection of the immediate environment, much more the future environment.
In addressing the problems of economic growth, the developed countries have adopted legal strategies that attempt to meet the competing demands of urbanization, pollution and the protection of the environment. The question confronting sustainable development is whether non-renewable natural assets should be put in jeopardy by economic growth? It has been suggested that where natural assets are in jeopardy, economic growth should be prohibited to protect the environment. This suggestion could hold sway in developed countries but not in developing countries like Nigeria where economic development is sine qua non to human existence. Rather than prohibit economic development, laws protecting the environment should be enacted and existing ones reinvigorated, and compliance ensured to achieve environmental sustainability.
What is Sustainable Development? Sustainable development is a pattern of resource use that aims to meet human needs while preserving the natural environment so that these needs can be met not only in the present, but in the indefinite future. The term was used by the Brundtland Commission which coined what has become the most often quoted definition of sustainable development as development that "meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of the future generation to meet their own needs". The field of sustainable development can be conceptually broken into three constituent parts: Environmental sustainability, economic sustainability and social-political sustainability.
For our scope, we shall limit ourselves to environmental sustainability and seek ways in which the laws enacted would help us to achieve that desired goal. So many writers have given vent to what sustainable development is Ajayi, W. (1995) sees it as the facilitator for balancing the conservation of nature's resource with the needs for development. In other words, it means improving the quality of human life while living within the carrying capacity of supporting ecosystems. Furthermore, it has been recognized by Hawke, N. (1993 in Atsegbua et al) that there are many ways of combining economic activity with environmental protection, and these include: "… Energy efficient measures, improved technology and techniques of management, better product design and marketing, waste minimization, environmentally sensitive farming practices, sound decision in land use planning, improved transport efficiency, informed choices by consumers and changes in individual life style". On the whole, he identified empirical activities of man, a proper management of which is capable of putting sustainable development into practice. Ajayi opines that the principle of sustainable development requires that the environment be managed so as not irreversibly damage the procession of nature or over tax them. This opinion can hardly be faulted in the light of the global manifestation in recent years, of the consequences of man's activities that are deleterious to the environment.
Environmental Sustainability
This is defined as the ability of the environment to continue to function properly indefinitely. This involves meeting the present needs of humans without endangering the welfare of future generations. The goal of environmental sustainability is to halt environmental degradation. An "unsustainable situation" occurs when natural capital (the sum total of Indexed African Journals Online: www.ajol.info nature's resource) is used up faster than it can be replenished. Sustainability requires that human activity only uses nature's resources at a rate at which they can be replenished naturally. Inherently, the concept of sustainable development is undermined with the concept of carrying capacity. Theoretically, the long-term result of environmental degradation is the inability to sustain human life. Such degradation on a global scale could imply extinction for humanity.
The question would always be whether environmental sustainability as it is being preached and in its very context of natural renewal of the environment, is practicable in developing economies or should a mid way course be adopted to achieve same purpose without undermining our economic development? Sustainable development has been criticized on the basis that it sets limits on the developing world. While current first world countries polluted significantly during their development, the same countries encourage third world countries to reduce pollution, which sometimes impedes growth. Some consider that the implementation of sustainable development would mean a reversion to pre-modern life styles. Much as the developing economies have their fears, this fear and skepticism should not undermine the gains inherent in sustainable development if our environment is to be utilized now and same preserved for the future generation especially when we take into consideration the alarming rate at which the environment is polluted unchecked and it is at this point that law acts as a catalyst trying to balance the equation inherent in environmental sustainability and economic development.
Why Sustainable Development
The past 20 years have seen a growing realization that the current model of development is unsustainable. In other words, we are living beyond our means. From the loss of biodiversity with the felling of rainforests, over fishing, water pollution and land degradation caused by oil spillages to the negative effect of our consumption patterns are having on the environment and the climate. Our way of life is placing an increasing burden on the planet. The increasing stress we put on resources and environmental systems such as water, land and air cannot go on for ever. We must strive especially with the increasing rate of population growth and the fact that the environment as it is now is not meeting the needs of the present let alone considering the needs of the future generation entrench sustainability in all facets of our lives and the law is the key means through which this can be Indexed African Journals Online: www.ajol.info achieved if we all agree that economic development must go on alongside environmental protection.
Environmental degradation is the deterioration of the environment through depletion of resources such as air, water and soil (land), the destruction of ecosystems and the extinction of wildlife. Environmental degradation is as a result of the dynamic interplay of socio-economic, institutional and technological activities. Environmental changes maybe driven by many factors including -economic growth, population growth, urbanization, intensification of agriculture, rising energy use, and transportation. Poverty still remains a problem at the root of several environmental problems. In Nigeria, the discovery of oil in the Niger Delta and other mineral resources such as tin in the Jos -Plateau and their exploitation paved way for environmental hazards in Nigeria. Owing to over exploitation of these natural resources, Nigeria is confronted by the following major problems: deforestation, desertification, soil and coastal erosion, oil pollution, gas flaring, water pollution, water hyacinth, loss of biodiversity, urban decay, solid waste management and industrial pollution.
Mechanism for Control of Environmental Degradation
Dramatic changes on global climate have helped to wake up the consciousness of states on the significance of environment issues in the last fourty (40) years, Alelex (2006) . Before then countries focused their energies on relentless industrial development with little or no attention to its impact on the environment. Scientific evidence has shown that unbridled development leads to loss of environmental capital, sometimes an irreversible phenomenon.
As a result, many treaties and a flurry of municipal legislations have come into both the domestic and international arena to check the imbalance; also, a wide variety of non-legislative instrument dealing with the threat of environmental degradation resulting from economic growth have also come into play.
Laws regulating the environment are broadly classified into international law, national laws and municipal laws. These laws should be adequately enacted and enforced to regulate the environmental challenges.
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International law since the beginning of 19th century has played significant role in the protection of the environment. Among the fields of law, the evolution of international environmental law stands out as fast-paced with chequered and tumultuous history, experiencing dramatic changes in emphasis and contents. These international legal regimes are contained in various bilateral and multilateral treaties, declarations and guidelines adopted and practiced by the contracting states. International environmental law developed rules and principles governing multilateral treaties expressing common global concern, as well as those governing transboundary relationships involving two or more neighbouring states. Nigeria has not only acceded to some of these bilateral and multilateral treaties regulating the environment but has a gone a step further to domesticate some of the treaties. Much as there seems to be laws generally enacted to protected the environment, it must be emphasized that some of the laws need to be reviewed and brought to the current standard of our industrial and Research Review Vol. 3 (2), January, 2009. Pp. 369-380 Indexed African Journals Online: www.ajol.info
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technological advancement, what is more, most of these laws have become obsolete and need be repealed and a new one enacted in their stead; or new sectoral laws enacted to take care of specific areas where no laws existed before now.
The National Assembly in order to assist in the protection of our environment must take interest and promulgate laws on importation of second hand goods into this country no mater the nature of goods as Nigeria nay Africa has become a dumping ground. Again of utmost importance to the National Assembly should be laws made banning the use of polythene and waterproof, where ban is impossible then, its enforcement made very strict because these materials being non biodegradable, the continuous use of them should be a source of serious worry to the nation, especially, when there is no strict regulation on their mode of disposal.
Recommendation
Uchegbu ( Sustainable development must be supported by a strong vision and clear goals established through effective public participation. Leadership in all sectors is critical. Sustainability is not something that a government department, local authority or other public agency can have sole responsibility for. Organisations, business communities and individuals must take responsibility for the resources they use, the energy they consume, the waste they produce and their impacts on biodiversity. Having lost our cultural values, ethics and etiquette, the law will readily step into their shoe and make everyone accountable to the use and misuse of the environment.
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Good information is also needed to monitor and review the effectiveness of the law and its enforcement in achieving sustainable development. Environmental tribunals or courts should be established to deal on environmental matters. The Alternator Dispute Resolution (ADR) is mostly advocated here to ensure speedy adjudication and dispensation of justice.
Private litigation is encouraged to give room for most of the laws enacted to be show cased and tested so that those that are obsolete are either reviewed or repealed. Government departments and agencies should from time to time review and report on the effectiveness of policies and plans.
Conclusion
Policy responses have been made in relation to achieving sustainable development in the form of establishment of Federal Ministry of Environment and State Ministries of Environment charged solely with the responsibility of care of the environment and environmental related issues. Campaign for monthly sanitation have kick started in so many States of the Federation and sanitation courts established alongside to try offenders immediately. This is a right step in the right direction but grossly inadequate.
The Office of Sanitary Officers should be created whose duty will be to visit streets, towns, and cities to ensure that people comply with sanitation laws. Effective monitoring of the industries that pollute the environment should be carried out and these industries should be given a rebate to purchase pollution control equipment: laws in this area should be strengthened and compliance ensured.
The natural environment should also be protected through pro-active farming systems, avoidance of bush burning that could lead to wild fire and conservation of our forest reserves. The environmental impact assessment is a veritable tool that would guarantee sustainable development if effectively complied with. Nigeria still needs to develop the technical, administrative and legislative framework for effective integration of environmental concerns.
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